PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE AREA ASSEMBLY STRUCTURE AND GUIDELINES

	12/2/2008
	1. Submitted to the Area Chairperson (This is a good time to send the motion to translation.)

	12/18/08
	2. Reviewed by the Area Committee

	
	3. Presented to the Area Assembly

	
	4. Area Assembly votes—majority vote required to distribute for group consideration

	
	5. Distributed to all GSRs, DCMs, Area Officers, Area Delegate and Alternate Area Delegate

	
	6. GSRs review with Groups—Group Consciences taken

	
	7. Final vote by Area Assembly—two thirds majority vote required for adoption


	NOTES:
	a. All proposed new text is presented with underline.

	
	b. All proposed deletions are presented with strikethrough.

	
	c. Explanations of changes are presented in [brackets].

	
	d. Page number refers to the current location of text in the A.A.S.&G.

	
	e. If the proposal is new and does not alter or amend the existing text, the page number indicates the intended location in the A.A.S.&G., if adopted.


	Financial Impact to the Area Assembly

	Direct Costs (-)Savings (+) (Actual $ spent by the Area Assembly to produce or secure change.)
	Indirect Costs (-) or Savings (+)possible related costs to sub-committees, support costs or maintenance.)

	$
	Description
	$
	Description

	0
	
	0
	


	Concepts and Traditions that apply

	Concept or Tradition
	How it applies

	Concept IV
	At all responsible levels, we ought to maintain a traditional “right of participation,” allowing a voting representation in reasonable proportion to the responsibility that each must discharge.

	Concept V

	Throughout our structure, a traditional “right of appeal” ought to prevail, so that minority opinion will be heard and personal grievances receive careful consideration. 

	Concept X

	Every service responsibility should be matched with an equal service authority, with the scope of such authority well defined.

	Concept XII
	The Conference shall observe the spirit of AA tradition, taking care that it never become the seat of perilous wealth or power…that it place none of its members in unqualified authority over others….it will always remain democratic in thought and action.

	Tradition I
	Our common welfare comes first; personal recovery depends on AA unity.

	Tradition II
	For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority—a loving God as He may express Himself in our group conscience.  Our leaders are but trusted servants, they do not govern.



Motion: Clarification of who is counted when determining if there is a quorum present at Area Committee.

As our AAS&G currently reads, there is some ambiguity whether or not Alternate Area Officers and Chairpersons of standing committees are included as being part of the group “DCMs and Area Officers.”

This change is being proposed to clarify the voting membership of our Area Committee and who should be counted when determining whether there is a quorum present.  This change would include these voting members when we are calculating to determine whether or not enough members are present to constitute a quorum. 
This motion is being brought forth to change the text on: Page 6, Section VII B. number 2.                                                                                                                                      
to read as follows:

Current Text:

2. More than half of the DCMs and Area Officers must be present to constitute a quorum.

Proposed Text:

2. More than half of the DCMs and Area Officers voting members of the Area Committee, as described in Section VII A., must be present to constitute a quorum.
