The Information Technology Committee (ITC)
We are not geeks. . .
Is it the information part we love, or the technology part?  Both, I think.  When the editor asked me to write a 500 word article for the newsletter about what we do, I thought I could say it in four words – we do the website.  But there is more.  We provide support for all area-owned computer hardware and software, make budget suggestions for area IT needs, and provide suggestions for retaining the services of outside IT vendors, and assist where needed with IT issues.  

Our primary purpose is to carry the message.  Alcoholics Anonymous has always relied upon communication - one alcoholic talking to another, literature, meetings, and now electronic information - to carry our message.  To that end, ITC serves Area 8 by providing electronic information, and through this method of communication, encourages area unity so we can all “carry the message”.  You can read more about our mission on the front page of www.area8aa.org.

Here is a little of our history.  We were first called the Computer Needs Committee and were an Ad Hoc committee established circa 1987.  We were voted as a Standing Committee of Area 8 at the area assembly in November 2006. Our name changed to Information Technology Committee at the same time.  The first Area 8 website was established around 2003.  In January of 2007, we began making preparations to improve our website by using Windows SharePoint® Services (WSS), a Microsoft product.  It allows non-html-code-alkies, like me, to do things on the website!  It works much like other Microsoft products – Word, Excel, Outlook.  In April of 2007, we launched our current site on this frame.  

We meet on the fourth Wednesday of every month at a member’s home in North County and currently have five committee members.  We are a collaborative group and each of us has responsibilities on the www.area8aa.org site. Ethan, our Alternate Chair, maintains the Contacts and Forms Sections and is the liaison for the Imperial Valley page.  Rachel is our secretary and provides us with meeting minutes.  I manage the documents and the home page.  Eric is our webmaster and does the hard stuff that the rest of us can’t figure out.  Our newest member, Matt, updates the calendar and posts flyers for events.
In addition to website maintenance, we have three projects in the works.  We are working with SDIAIC to create a page for their members to view information, and with Archives to establish secure, electronic document storage.  In March, we have a special session with the Area Registrar to retrieve data from the GSO website and download it into a printable format.  
If you would like more information about us, or have a specific IT issue that you need to have addressed, send a message to computer@area8aa.org. If you haven’t visited the area 8 website, check it out!  
In service,

Anne P.

IT Chair

