
Chair's Report to Area Committee - March 2017 

During the past two months I attended two more successful AA events, the District 8 Safety Workshop in 

Chula Vista - which was well attended – and I had the opportunity to share some thoughts about 

Traditions 11 and 12 and their relationship to Safety in AA at South Bay Pioneers.  I also attended our 

2017 Praasa (Pacific Region AA Service Assembly) held this year in Sacramento – with some of you and a 

total of 64 Area 8 members by my count from the picture.  I was honored to be asked by the 2017 

Praasa Planning Committee to read S20 from the AA Service Manual as Reader for the opening Panel of 

Praasa. 

I encourage those who attended to give us your impressions when you report to the ACM tonight and 

also when you report back to their Districts, Committees, and Groups.  I can say that I feel privileged to 

have been partially supported financially by the Area this year and to have been given the opportunity 

to share so many wonderful experiences with our members there and with my other friends and fellows 

from the region. 

This was my fourth Praasa and I have found that each one has given me aha moments and god shots 

that deepen my understanding of sobriety, our wonderful program of recovery, the spiritual guidance 

with our lives, and my growing love and appreciation of unity with so many AA members.  I shared at my 

mens’ meeting last month – in a moment of clarity – about a persistent feeling of loneliness that has 

haunted me for much of my adult life.  General Service work in our Area and the immense reach of our 

Praasas have helped me feel more connected to the fellowship itself and more a part of rather than 

alone.  Like many of us the growth has taken time, thoughtful prayer and meditation, and as I realized in 

my moment of clarity at this year’s Praasa, a need to continue to get out of the way – to let go more and 

let God do what I cannot do.  A part of this revelation has to do with my recovery journey and life itself, 

but the larger part has to do with my growing faith and commitment to service.   

At Praasa I attended both Chairs roundtables, one with Monte and the other by myself.  I’ll let Monte 

share his impressions of the one we both attended.  I also attended the Senior Outreach roundtable, 

which was strange, to say the least, if only because the moderator thought some of us were trying to 

hijack the session with CEC and SIS business.  But sometimes these kinds of misunderstandings can 

happen at Praasas when volunteers accept Panel and roundtable assignments for vague topics like 

Senior Outreach.  No biggie. 

I also met informally with some of the 2017 SIS planning committee members as we shared information 

about the upcoming 2017 SIS Conference in Van Nuys.  While SIS and CEC don’t yet play a formal role in 

the service structure  at Praasa, interest in them is growing and there is a conversation developing 

among the Areas in California who have CEC committees and CEC and SIS meetings themselves.  So 

called Senior friendly meetings continue to start and grow, but their organization and support is 

operating primarily at a grass roots level right now.  More on CEC in a few minutes. 

Our regional trustee Joel C. was at the podium for many of the Panels and Jane G. our delegate also 

participated in a number of Panels as we heard from both Panel 66 and 67 delegates.  Renea – our 

accessibilities Chair, Jerry M., our Finance Committee Chair presented as panelists as well.  I’ll let them 

give you their impressions of their part in Praasa.  Tonight we’ll address more finance committee 

questions and take up some new business as well. 

Thank you for the privilege of serving our Area - Colin M. - Chair 


